
 

  

 

16th Annual 

FALL GATHERING OF MEN 

November 8-10 
Land of My Grandfathers 

WEEKEND SPEAKERS 

Keynote: FELIX SCARDINO 

Author and Therapist 

Watch a legendary Aboriginal folk tale of 

love, war, and human fallibility, as part of a 

curated discussion about how story telling 

shapes who we are in this world. 

 

We like to think of ourselves as rational and 

independent men.  In reality, who we are is 

shaped by the culture we are born and live in, and 

we must look both within and without in order to 

grow as men within our own “tribe”. 

Our weekend feature presentations explore our 

tribes, ancient and modern, and ourselves; the 

emotions, feelings, projections, fears, and dreams 

that shape our behavior daily. 

The weekend includes activities for learning and 

relaxation: songs by the campfire, morning 

meditations, a declaration of elderhood, a ceremony 

honoring fallen warriors, and a talent show. 

 

 

WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS 

More Information 

713-963-0060 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW 

www.texaselders.com 
 $175 / $100 Saturday only 

 

The South Central MKP Community  

P R E S E N T S  

Our Tribes – Our Selves 

 How Our Culture Shapes Us As Men 

 

Getting to Know Our 

Inner Cast of Characters 

SUNDAY GUIDED EXPERIENCE 

Ten Canoes 

Friday: LUIS BAUTISTA 

Shaman and Life Coach 

PURIFICATION & RENEWAL CEREMONY 
Offered by Lodge Keepers Society 

Welcome to Our Tribe 

 
 

SATURDAY HONORING CEREMONY 

 

 

Honoring Vaughan Counts 

MKP LKS Headman

 
 More Information 

Join us on Saturday for an authentic experience, a 

traditional MKP purification and renewal ceremony to 

cleanse, to give thanks, heal and renew; honoring 

Vaughan Counts, LKS man. 

It all happens at the beautiful “Land of My 

Grandfathers” retreat center near Madisonville, TX.  

 

 

SPECIAL  

EVENT! → 

 

Madisonville, Texas 

More Information 

http://www.texaselders.com/


 

 

  

WELCOME TO THE WEEKEND 

This year’s annual Fall Gathering of Men interweaves 

the ideas that, as men, we are autonomous and self-

directed beings, and yet, at the same time, we are 

men whose behavior and actions are influenced by our 

“tribe”, the culture into which we are born and live. 

The Saturday keynote workshop explores what makes 

us “tick” as individuals… how our inner cast of 

characters, our mother, father, saint, and criminal 

affect how we act and how we think about ourselves. 

The Friday and Sunday presentations explore the 

relationship between individuals and their tribe, and 

how the values and laws of the tribe are communicated 

to the individual members of the tribe. 

In addition to personal time and space for relaxation 

and meditation, the weekend offers you a talent show, 

campfire stories, morning meditation, and breakout 

sessions for discussions and presentations.   

Three special activities are planned for the weekend.  

The first is the “Purification and Renewal Ceremony”, a 

traditional Native American ceremony, adapted for MKP 

weekends and led by a certified MKP headman.   

A “Declaring Elderhood Ceremony” will be held on 

Sunday for those men who wish to declare their 

purposeful commitment to becoming an elder in their 

community.  Following this ceremony, we will honor 

the fallen MKP Warriors who have come before us, in a 

short and moving ceremony of remembrance. 

WEEKEND PROGRAM 

LAND OF MY GRANDFATHERS 

The Fall Gathering is hosted by the Elders of the Mankind 

Project, South Central Region, and held at the beautiful 

and rustic “Land of My Grandfathers” (LOMG), a retreat 

center near Madisonville, Texas.   

LOMG has modern facilities, bunkhouse style sleeping 

quarters, and beautiful grounds for relaxation and 

contemplation.  Your weekend includes all meals, Friday 

night through Sunday, prepared by our excellent chef. 

Land of my Grandfathers is centrally located 13 miles from 

Madisonville, Texas, and is easily accessible from all major 

Texas metropolitan areas.  Driving time is approximately 

two hours or less.  The address is 1047 Diserens Road, 

North Zulch, TX 77872.   

Friday, November 8 

3:00-6:00 PM Arrival and Registration 
6:00 PM Dinner and Welcome – Dining Area 
7:00 PM  Opening Ceremonies – Dining Area 
7:15 PM Evening Program – Smudge and Blessing 
7:30-9:00 PM Evening program – Luis Bautista 
9:00 PM ‘til… Announcements and Campfire time 

 

Saturday, November 9 

7:30 AM Morning Meditation 
8:00 AM Breakfast – Dining Area 
8:45 AM  Opening Ceremonies 
9:00 AM Keynote Presentation – Felix Scardino 
10:15 AM Bio break 
10:30 AM Keynote Presentation – Felix Scardino 
11:45 AM Lunch – Dining Area 
12:45 PM Keynote Presentation – Felix Scardino 
2:00 PM 
2:15 PM 

Bio Break 
Keynote Presentation – Felix Scardino 

3:30-4:00 PM Personal Downtime 
4:00 PM Honoring Fallen Warriors 
4:30 PM Purification and Renewal Ceremony 
6:30 PM Dinner – Dining Area 
7:30 PM LOMG’s Got Talent! – Talent Show 
9:00 PM ‘til… Campfire Tall Tales Contest 

 

Sunday, November 10 

8:00 AM Morning Meditation 
8:30 AM Breakfast – Dining Area 
9:00 AM Declaring Elderhood Ceremony 
9:30 AM Ten Canoes Guided Experience 
12 Noon Lunch – Dining Area 
1:00-1:30 PM Personal Time – Cabin Cleanout 
1:30 PM Closing Ceremonies 
2:00 PM Homeward Bound 
  

 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

LOMG is listed in Google maps, and you can obtain driving 

maps from Google by simply searching for “Land of My 

Grandfathers”.  More information, including maps and 

driving directions, can be found at the Land of My 

Grandfathers retreat center website at 

https://landofmygrandfathers.com/ 

The link below will provide a Google map of LOMG. 

https://goo.gl/maps/svPwDtmf3JRpDtvS6  

https://landofmygrandfathers.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/svPwDtmf3JRpDtvS6


 

  

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR INNER CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Felix Scardino 

We like to think of ourselves as purposeful, decisive, and 

resolute. 

So when we find ourselves uncertain, confused, and 

befuddled, it deflates us. 

Underlying the experience is a futile struggle to become the 

single-minded people we imagine ourselves to be. But we 

are more complex, and interesting, than single-minded! 

Symbolic characters live within us who are at once adults 

and children, men and women, wise people and fools. They 

are the mother and father, the doctor and patient, the 

hermit and party goer, the saint and ruthless criminal. 

Everyone in our life drama holds part of the truth. 

This workshop will help you: 

• Live on friendlier terms with those characters and 

discriminate their creative aspects from their 

destructive aspects. 

• Shed light on unexplained fears.  Clarify your life’s 

direction 

• Bring a writing journal, a comfortable pen, and a 

playful attitude. 

Felix Scardino has practiced as a psychotherapist in 

Houston for forty years. 

In addition to his private practice, Felix counseled patients 

at St. Joseph Medical Center in Houston. At the Stehlin 

Foundation for Cancer Research, he worked intensively with 

cancer patients and was a co- investigator in a study 

exploring the effects of relaxation and mental imagery on 

the immune system. He is a published author and an 

engaging and entertaining speaker. 

The workshop is an expansion of part of Felix’s book, “The 

Pebble and the Canyon: Reflections on Composing Your 

Life”. 

Felix’s book will be available to purchase in hardcover at 

the workshop, or you may order it at your local bookstore, 

or visit Amazon.com to purchase it in either hardcover or as 

an ebook. 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION FRIDAY PRESENTATION 

 

WELCOME TO OUR TRIBE 

Luis Bautista 

We live in a western culture that celebrates the individual, a 

culture that gives high praise to competition, personal 

accomplishment and material gain.  A common question asked 

by way of introduction is, “What do you do?” 

Whether it is our relationships at work or cheering our 

favorite sports teams, winning and coming out on top is 

taught to us from the first time we are able to hit a T-Ball off 

the tee.  Society exists to serve the needs of the individual, 

and the individual is supreme. 

When we look at indigenous cultures around the world, we 

find that the indigenous cultures place the needs of society, 

of the “tribe”, over the needs of the individual.  The rites of 

initiation, found in so many cultures, are designed to bring 

the individual into greater service to the tribe.  

This difference in the relationship between individual and 

society, between competitive and cooperative, affects every 

aspect of the way each person deals with issues of everyday 

life, from love, sex, fear, and growing old, to dealing with 

power and competition amongst tribal members.    

The workshop features a guided process that allows each of us 

to look at our needs and wants, through the eyes of an 

indigenous culture, and then to look at how our own culture 

affects our views and choices. 

Luis Bautista is a Personal Life Coach, Spiritual Teacher and 

Public Speaker. He has been on a journey of healing for over 

40 years and through his life experiences has gained the 

wisdom and insight of an elder in a modern-day world. The 

focus of Luis’s work has been spirituality and healing. His 

mission is a simple one: “to heal”.  

Blessed with a Mother who healed through prayer, Luis 

learned at an early age the power of compassion, forgiveness 

and gratitude. Luis’s has dealt with drugs, addiction, 

depression and despair, and turned from a life of dealing to 

one of healing and service to others.  His story is one of 

redemption and grace of an ordinary man.  

Luis is a natural and gifted speaker who touches the hearts of 

all who hear him. His approach is authentic, honest, 

entertaining and educational. 



 

 

 

SUNDAY – TEN CANOES 

STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE 

There is nothing more enthralling 

than a good yarn, and “Ten Canoes” 

interweaves two versions of the same 

story, one filmed in black and white 

and set a thousand years ago, and an 

even older one, filmed in color and 

set in a mythic, prehistoric past.  

 

 

Everything begins and ends with the water hole, where 

people are fish who ask to be born and where they 

eventually return, only to repeat the cycle. Evil spirits 

bring on calamity, and sorcery is the not always reliable 

solution of last resort. 

It is through storytelling that the tribe communicates its 

values and laws, things that are permissible and those 

that are not.  As a prelude to the movie, we start with a 

discussion of the stories we tell in our own tribe, the 

stories that teach about ourselves and our relationships 

with those around us.   

Following the movie, we’ll engage in a process that 

takes a look at modern man’s life’s challenges and how 

a different story might change the way we deal with 

those challenges.   

PURIFICATION AND RENEWAL 

Honoring Vaughan Counts 

Vaughan became an MKP 

Warrior in 2002.  He found 

his calling in the purification 

and renewal ceremony that 
all MKP men experience on the Sunday of their initiation 

weekend.  Vaughan trained and was blessed as a 

headman in the Lodge Keepers Society, and performed 

many purification ceremonies over the years.  Vaughan 

is fondly remembered for his kind heart and giveaways. 

If you wish to participate, please bring an extra pair of 

trunks or shorts, a towel, and shoes suitable for walking 

around the lodge.  The total time for the ceremony will 

be approximately two hours, with about one hour of 

that being in the lodge itself.  Please make yourself 

familiar with the safety sheet that each man will 

receive. 

Due to MKP insurance regulations, participation in the 

ceremony is limited to initiated MKP Warrior brothers.  

 

 

WEEKEND LOGISTICS 

WHAT TO BRING 

Bring your personal toiletry items, a towel, casual 

clothes, and closed toed, comfortable shoes.  

Bring your own sleeping bags and/or bedding 

(blankets, sheets, pillows).   

Bring an extra towel and shorts or trunks, along 

with sandals or flipflops if you will participate in 

the purification and renewal ceremony. 

A hat for the Texas sun is recommended and you 

may want a light jacket if the weather is cool.  

Bring a flashlight for the campfire and in the 

event you venture beyond the lighted areas. 

If you have a drum or musical instrument, or an 

object meaningful to you, please bring it and 

share with us on Saturday night. 

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, contact Jerry England at 

713-963-0060 or email him at jengland@england-

cpa.com.  See also www.texaselders.com. 

 
REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT 

Space is limited and available on a first come, first 

serve basis.  The full weekend tuition of $175 

includes all presentations, meals, and your bed for 

Friday and Saturday nights.   

Felix Scardino’s Saturday keynote presentation can 

be attended for $100 and includes lunch and drinks.  

The purification and renewal ceremony is free but 

you must be an MKP Warrior to participate 

Please register online at www.texaselders.com  

Click the “Register for the Elder Weekend” link. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships are available for men who need them.  

If you need financial assistance, or have other 

questions about the weekend, contact Jerry 

England at 713-963-0060 or email him at 

jengland@england-cpa.com.   


